
 
 
 

DAVID Y. IGE 
GOVERNOR 

 
 

  
 
 

CRAIG K. HIRAI 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 
 

 

 STATE OF HAWAII  

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM  
HAWAII HOUSING FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

677 QUEEN STREET, SUITE 300 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 

FAX: (808) 587-0600 

 

 

 
 
 
 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

 
 

Statement of  
Craig K. Hirai 

Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation 
Before the 

 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

April 8, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. 
State Capitol, Room 308 

 
In consideration of 

S.B. 1299 PROPOSED H.D. 1 
RELATING TO DISPOSITION OF TAX REVENUES. 

 
The HHFDC opposes  S.B. 1299, Proposed H.D. 1, to the extent that it caps 
conveyance tax revenues dedicated to the Rental Housing Trust Fund (RHTF) at the 
lesser of 50 percent or $38,000,000 per fiscal year.   
 
The RHTF has been instrumental in the statewide delivery of rental housing for lower-
income households. Since inception of the program, deposits to the RHTF from 
conveyance tax revenues and legislative appropriations have totaled $277 million.  
During that period, as a result of interest earned and loan repayments, funding awards 
of $295 million were made for 64 rental projects totaling 5,205 units.  
 
We are faced with a projected need for approximately 27,000 affordable rental housing 
units over the next 6 years, as specified below. Placing a cap on the conveyance tax 
revenues that are dedicated to the RHTF could hinder our ability to address this need. 
 

 
 
 

Projected Affordable Rental Housing Need, 2014-2020 
% Median Income Honolulu Maui Hawaii Kauai State
30% 4,076 1,377 2,355 330 8,138
50% 3,808 1,402 2,017 221 7,448
60% 2,415 748 1,003 462 4,629
80% 3,710 1,330 1,657 312 7,009
Total 14,008 4,857 7,033 1,325 27,224
Source: Ricky Cassiday, Rental Housing Study, 12/30/14 
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HHFDC submits an annual RHTF report to the State Legislature pursuant to section 
201H-202(f), HRS. The report describes the proposals received, projects funded, efforts 
taken to develop projects with units targeted for persons and families with incomes at or 
below 30 per cent of the median family income, and any barriers to developing housing 
for this target group.  We believe the annual reporting helps to address the need for 
transparency in the use of the conveyance tax revenues that are deposited into the 
RHTF.   
 
However, if the Committee is inclined to pass S.B. 1299, Proposed H.D. 1, HHFDC 
requests that you set conveyance tax collections for the RHTF at 50 per cent or $38 
million, whichever is less (pursuant to S.B. 1299, Proposed H.D. 1), and add a sunset 
date of June 30, 2017, for the $38 million cap to allow for the impacts of the measure to 
be assessed. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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L E G I S L A T I V E   T A X   B I L L   S E R V I C E

TAX FOUNDATION OF HAWAII
  126 Queen Street, Suite 304                                   Honolulu, Hawaii 96813   Tel.  536-4587 

SUBJECT: CONVEYANCE, Disposition of revenue 

BILL NUMBER: SB 1299, Proposed HD-1

INTRODUCED BY: House Committee on Finance

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:   This bill would establish maximum dollar amounts of conveyance tax
 revenues to be deposited into each of the designated funds.  If the legislature deems these program areas

a priority, then a direct appropriation for these programs would increase transparency and accountability.

BRIEF SUMMARY: Amends HRS section 247-7 to provide that conveyance tax revenue shall be 
distributed in each fiscal year as follows: (1) ten percent or $6.8 million , whichever is less, shall be paid
into the land conservation fund; (2) fifty percent or $38 million , whichever is less, shall be paid into the
rental housing trust fund; and (3) repeal the distribution to the natural area reserve fund.

Appropriates general funds on July 1, 2015 for fiscal 2016 and fiscal 2017 for various program areas
previously funded by conveyance tax revenues.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2015

STAFF COMMENTS:This measure would establish maximum dollar amounts of conveyance tax
revenues to be distributed to the various special funds now being fed.  It also replaces the distribution to
the natural area reserve fund with appropriations to various programs previously funded by the
earmarking of conveyance tax revenue.

This bill marks a departure from the usual practice of depending more and more on special funds and on
feeding those funds with earmarked taxes.  This is a step in the right direction. 

As with any earmarking of revenues, the legislature will be giving their stamp of approval for each of the
programs into which the conveyance tax monies are diverted into these funds without any legislative
intervention, expenses from the funds largely avoid legislative scrutiny, and the effectiveness of the
programs funded becomes harder to ascertain.  It is also difficult to determine whether the fund has too
littl e or too much revenue. 

The conveyance tax is one of the least dependable sources upon which to rely for funding with collections
rising and falli ng with the fortunes of the real estate market.  Any amount collected under this tax will
depend on activity in the real estate market.  As the housing market slows down, revenues may not be
sufficient to meet the expectations of the fund.  If the conveyance tax revenues are not sufficient or
another “important” program needs funding, will  the conveyance tax rates need to be “adjusted” to
generate even more revenue? 

If the legislature deems the programs and purposes funded by conveyance tax revenues to be a high
priority, then it should maintain the accountability for these funds by appropriating the funds as it does
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SB 1299, Proposed HD-1 - Continued

with other programs.  Earmarking revenues merely absolves elected officials from setting priorities.  If
the money were appropriated, lawmakers could then evaluate the real or actual needs of each particular
program.

The repeal of the earmarking of conveyance tax revenues to the natural area reserve fund is a start to
making such program area more transparent and will promote accountability as lawmakers will be able to
ensure the various program areas have suff icient funds through appropriations.

Digested 4/7/15







 

 
With 25% of the island still uncleared of unexploded ordnance and only 10%  cleared for 
intensive use, the KIRC’s continuing presence on Kaho`olawe is needed to ensure the protection 
of  the general public.  Without funding, the KIRC will have to terminate on-island operations 
and close the doors to public access to Kaho`olawe. 
 
The funding being sought in this measure is to provide a bridge to allow the KIRC to develop 
community-wide partnerships, establish collaborative enterprises with other state and federal 
government entities, and launch long-term revenue generation and sustainable funding 
opportunities supporting the future of Kaho`olawe. The passage of this measure is critical to 
ensure that the struggle, hard work, dedication and lives given to the island will not be wasted, 
but forms the foundation for Kaho’olawe’s role as the spiritual, cultural and physical piko 
(center) of the people of Hawai`i. 
 
 
 

Page 2 of 2 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 6:41 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: labbott@kirc.hawaii.gov
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Lyman L. Abbott
Kahoolawe Island Reserve

Commission Support No

Comments: Please pass SB 1299 to provide further funding for the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve
Commission. In this way, we can continue planting native plants and reduce soil erosion which is
impacting the near-shore ocean reef environment. Thank you, Lyman L. Abbott

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark which may be used only by real estate professionals 
who are members of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and subscribe to its strict Code of Ethics. 

 

808-733-7060        1259 A‘ala Street, Suite 300  
                          Honolulu, HI 96817 
808-737-4977    

      

April 8, 2015 
 
The Honorable Sylvia Luke, Chair 
House Committee on Finance 
State Capitol, Room 308 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
RE: S.B. 1299, Relating to Disposition of Tax Revenues 
 
HEARING:  Wednesday, April 8, 2015, at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 

Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Myoung Oh, Government Affairs Director, here to testify on behalf of the Hawai‘i 
Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawai‘i, and its 8,400 
members. HAR supports the intent of S.B.1299, which establishes maximum dollar 
amounts that shall be distributed among certain non-general funds from the conveyance tax 
and amends the list of non-general funds that receive distributions from the conveyance tax.  
 
The Conveyance Tax applies to the conveyance of multi-family rentals, land for residential 
subdivisions, mixed-income and multi-use properties, commercial properties, resort 
properties, and agricultural lands, as well as condominium and single-family homes. It 
applies whether or not a property is sold at a gain or a loss.   
 
In 2005, the Conveyance Tax was increased on a tiered scale on 1) the sale of realty for all 
transfers or conveyance of realty or any interest (i.e. commercial, timeshare, agricultural, 
industrial, etc. and condominium or single-family residences for which the purchaser is 
eligible for a county homeowner’s exemption); and 2) the sale of a condominium or single 
family residence for which the purchaser is ineligible for a county homeowner’s exemption.   
 
In 2009, the Legislature once again increased the Conveyance Tax on 1) the sale of realty 
from 30 cents per $100 (.30%) for properties over $1,000,000 to a maximum of $1.00 (1%) 
per $100 for properties over $10,000,000 -- an increase of over 333%, and 2) the sale of a 
property ineligible for a county homeowner exemption from 30 cents per $100 to $1.25 per 
$100 (1.25%) -- an increase of over 416.66%.   
 
The problem linking funding to the Conveyance tax is that when the real estate market is 
down, there are not enough funds to pay for the programs and special funds it covers.  Then, 
the Conveyance Tax would need to be increased to cover the programs.  However, when the 
market is up, there are excess funds over and above the program’s needs.  This becomes a 
cyclical issue, and unreliable in forecasting these program’s needs. 
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In July 2012, the Auditor of the State of Hawaii prepared Report No. 12-04: “Study of the 
Transfer of Non-General Funds to the General Fund.” The Auditor examined issues relating 
to the establishment and continuance of special and revolving funds in the State. The Auditor 
used the statutory criteria for establishment and continuance of special and revolving funds, 
under Sections 37-2.3 and 37-52.4 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes (“HRS”). Of those 
reviewed, the Auditor determined that the Land Conservation Fund and the Natural Area 
Reserve Fund did not qualify for continuance, both of which are funded by the Conveyance 
Tax. 
 
The Conveyance Tax was originally created to cover administrative costs of recording real 
estate transactions for which there is a clear nexus. We believe the allocation structure of 
the Conveyance Tax should benefit those programs and initiatives where there is a 
clear linkage such as the Rental Housing Trust Fund (RHTF).  
 
As such, HAR respectfully recommends that both the disposition of conveyance tax to 
the RHTF and its cap of $38 million be increased.  
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
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   PARTNERS IN CARE
        Oahu Continuum of Care

   Partners in Care is a coalition of Oahu’s homeless service providers, government representatives and
community stakeholders working together in partnership to end homelessness .

PARTNERS IN CARE, c/o Aloha United Way
200 North Vineyard • Suite 700 • Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 • www.PartnersinCareOahu.org

COMMENTS FOR SB 1299, Proposed HD1:  RELATING TO DISPOSITION OF TAX
REVENUES

TO:  Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair; Representative Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice
Chair, and Members, Committee on Finance

FROM: Betty Lou Larson, Advocacy Committee, Partners in Care

Hearing: Wednesday,  April 8, 2015;   2:00 PM;   Conference Room 308

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony to provide comments on SB 1299,
proposed HD1, which would establish a maximum dollar amount that shall be distributed
from the conveyance tax to the Rental Housing Trust Fund, along with other amendments
to the distribution of the conveyance tax.  I am Betty Lou Larson, with Partners in Care.

Partners in Care promotes the construction of affordable rental housing as a critical long
term solution to homelessness.  All in our community are impacted by homelessness and
the severe lack of affordable housing.   We are concerned that the Proposed Cap of $38
million will lead to a reduction in the potential production of more affordable rentals.

Construction costs are projected to rise by 12% per year which would result in almost a
25% increase in just 2 years to construct new affordable rental projects.  More bang for
the buck can result from funding the Rental Housing Trust Fund now.  Building affordable
housing sooner rather than later is greatly needed.  For every 10 extremely low-income
families, only 3 units are available and affordable.  Hawaii has the most expensive
housing in the country, at more than twice the national average. All this leads to increased
homelessness.  Hawaii unfortunately has the #1 Rate of Homelessness among the US
states.  Funding the Rental Housing Trust Fund can help to reduce and prevent
homelessness and to provide a legacy for the people of Hawaii.

We know you have to weigh the competing needs of many State priorities.   If your
Committee decides that for transparency and other reasons, that a cap is needed for the
Rental Housing Trust Fund, we request that a Sunset Date of 6/30/17 be added for the
cap on proceeds from the conveyance tax, to allow for the impacts of this cap to be
assessed.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  Please contact me at (808) 373-0356, or
bettylou.larson@catholiccharitieshawaii.org   if you have any questions.
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COMMENTS FOR SB 1299, Proposed HD1:  RELATING TO DISPOSITION OF TAX
REVENUES

TO:  Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair; Representative Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice
Chair, and Members, Committee on Finance

FROM: Trisha Kajimura, Social Policy Director, Catholic Charities Hawai‘i

Hearing: Wednesday, April 8, 2015;   2:00 PM;   Conference Room 308

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on SB 1299, proposed HD1, which would
establish a maximum dollar amount that shall be distributed from the conveyance tax to the
Rental Housing Trust Fund, along with other amendments to the distribution of the conveyance
tax.

Catholic Charities Hawai`i (CCH) is a tax exempt, non-profit agency that has been providing
social services in Hawai`i for over 60 years.  CCH has programs serving elders, children,
developmentally disabled, homeless and immigrants.  Our mission is to provide services and
advocacy for the most vulnerable people in Hawai`i.  Catholic Charities Hawai‘i has a long
history of working on housing issues. One of our highest priorities is to create more affordable
rental housing to help end homelessness.

Catholic Charities Hawai‘i is concerned about the impact of a proposed cap of $38 million on
conveyance tax revenues to the Rental Housing Trust Fund (RHTF).  Data on Hawaii’s housing
situation indicates that our housing crisis will only worsen over the next few years.  The 2014
Housing Study projects that over 27,000 affordable rental units are needed for low income
families by 2020, double the number projected by the 2011 study (13,000 units needed).
Another recent State study cited a 12% annual construction escalation factor (in a study
commissioned in late 2014 by the Department of Accounting and General Services (DAGS).

We are very concerned the cap will result in a reduction in the number of units that will be
produced over the next 5 years.  Right now there is great synergy to build more affordable rentals
with the City and State’s TOD initiatives, interest in micro units and other lower cost options.
Now is not the time to put a brake on these initiatives.  We cannot lose this opportunity to make
a huge difference in our inventory of affordable units, on ending homelessness, and on the lives
of hundreds of people.

We understand that you have the tough job of balancing needs across the State.  If your
Committee decides that a cap is needed for the Rental Housing Trust Fund, we request that a
Sunset Date of 6/30/17 be added for the cap on proceeds from the conveyance tax, to allow
for the impact of the cap to be assessed before it is extended or discontinued.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. Please contact me at (808) 527-4810 or
trisha.kajimura@catholiccharitieshawaii.org if you have any questions.

CA OA United
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Conservation Council for HawaiÔi is a nonprofit, environmental membership organization  
dedicated to protecting native Hawaiian plants, animals, and ecosystems for future generations.  

Established in 1950 and based in Honolulu, CCH is one of the largest and most effective wildlife organizations in 
HawaiÔi with more than 5,000 members and supporters, including concerned citizens, educators, scientists, 

government agencies, and elected officials.  

Through research, education, service, organizing, and legal advocacy, 
CCH works to stop the destruction of native wildlife and wild places in HawaiÔi. 

Since 1973, CCH has served as the HawaiÔi state affiliate of the National Wildlife Federation. 
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Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice
119 Merchant Street, Suite 605A È Honolulu, Hawai‘i, 96813 È (808) 587-7605

Board of Directors
Sherry Broder, Esq.
David Derauf, M.D.
Naomi C. Fujimoto, Esq.
Patrick Gardner, Esq.
John H. Johnson
Nathan Nelson, Esq.
David J. Reber, Esq.
Mike Webb

Executive Director
Victor Geminiani, Esq.

Testimony of Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice
Commenting on SB 1299 Relating to Disposition of Tax Revenues

House Committee on Finance
Scheduled for Hearing Wednesday, April 8, 2015, 2:00 PM, Room 308

Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice is a nonprofit law firm created to advocate on behalf of low-income
individuals and families in Hawai‘i on legal and policy issues of statewide importance. Our core mission is to help our clients
access to the resources and fair treatment they need to realize their opportunities for self-achievement and economic security.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 1299 relating to disposition of tax revenues. Hawai‘i
Appleseed would like to offer comments regarding SB 1299’s proposed $38 million cap on conveyance tax
distributions to the Rental Housing Trust Fund. While we are cognizant of the state’s need to balance a number
of important fiscal demands, we believe that the magnitude of Hawai‘i’s affordable housing crisis requires that
funds for affordable housing remain a top priority. Should the Legislature decide to cap the RHTF at a dollar
amount, we respectfully request that the Committees insert a sunset date for two years after the cap is
implemented.

First, we would like to express our appreciation for the Legislature’s longtime commitment to funding
affordable housing, including the Rental Housing Trust Fund. We are particularly grateful for last session’s
restoration of the percentage of conveyance tax revenues going to the RHTF to 50 percent. The Rental Housing
Trust Fund is a major tool for the creation of affordable housing and has a long record of success, funding over 5,000
units since its creation, and functions as an economic driver.

As advocates for a variety of issues affecting low-income people, we also acknowledge the state’s need to fund many
other important programs that help these same populations. However, without affordable, stable, and decent housing,
these individuals and families will continue to face barriers to their financial self-sufficiency. Almost 80 percent of
extremely low-income households paying more than half of their income toward housing, an immense strain on their
budgets. The consequences of their inability to make ends meet include worse health and educational outcomes, as
well as the most visible consequence, homelessness. The RHTF plays a critical role in helping this population—half
of people living in RHTF-subsidized units are at 30 percent or less of the area median income.

Should the Legislature feel that a cap is the most appropriate means to manage RHTF funding, we respectfully
request that the Committees consider amending SB 1299 by inserting a sunset date of two years for any caps on
the dollar amount going toward the RHTF. This aligns with the fiscal policy concern related to earmarked funds—
the state must allocate funds toward many important issues, and these needs can vary depending on the economic
climate, policy priorities, and any other number of changes. Requiring that the Legislature revisit any caps will ensure
that the needs of the RHTF are also fully considered. In addition to accounting for changes in projected conveyance
tax revenues and housing needs, any set dollar amount will lose ground due to inflation.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify on SB 1299. We respectfully urge you to continue distributing
the full 50 percent of conveyance tax revenues to the Rental Housing Trust Fund or insert a sunset to help meet
the state’s urgent need for affordable rental housing.
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 2:50 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: kiscmgr@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

bill lucey
kauai invasive species

committee Support No

Comments: KISC supports SB1299 but opposes Section 3 of the bill that would eliminate dedicated
conveyance tax funding for the DLNR’s Natural Area Reserve Fund

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 3:59 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: potterrosina@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/6/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Rosina Potter Individual Support No

Comments: I, Rosina Potter, support the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299, which includes
funding for the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 4:00 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: knewhous@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/6/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Kimberley Newhouse Individual Support No

Comments: I, Kimberley Kehaulani Newhouse, support the proposed HD1 amended version of
SB1299, which includes funding for the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission. Please continue to
support the Kaho'olawe Island Reserve Commssion and the restoration of our island! It is the State's
kuleana. The funding included for the KIRC in the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299 could
help the KIRC not only in its efforts to conserve the unique resources of the Reserve but also help
educate the public in the importance of its mission. Please support the proposed HD1 amended
version of SB1299 in order to provide financial support and stability of the restoration and protection
of the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve, which will benefit all of Hawai'i's people for generations to come.
As the only Island Reserve set up entirely in trust for a Native Hawaiian Sovereign Entity, the KIRC is
well poised to change the economic landscape and life quality of Native Hawaiians and the
communities in which they reside by means of a truly unique ex perience on the island of Kaho`olawe.
The State must maintain the responsibility of supporting the Kaho'olawe Rehabilitation Trust Fund.
Please support the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299, which includes funds for
Kaho`olawe. As the only island listed on the National Register of Historic Places in its entirety,
containing nearly 3,000 archaeological sites and features, it is imperative that the State preserves this
important resource for current and future generations through this financial support system. Without
the KIRC's ongoing protection of Kaho`olawe's coastal ecosystem, including the adjacent nearshore
environment and coral reefs that can be covered with, and choked by, derelict fishing gear, nets, a
huge variety of plastics and other debris items, species including the endangered Hawaiian monk
seal, threatened green sea turtle, endangered hawksbill sea turtle, endangered humpback whale,
endangered Hawaiian dark-rumped petrel, and endangered Newell's shearwater will be put at risk. It
is imperative that a trust fund be stabilized to continue this work. Kaho`olawe is a unique ecosystem
preserving immensely valuable cultural and biological resources. It is surrounded by the richest
marine ecosystems remaining in the Main Hawaiian islands and providing replenishment of fish and
invertebrates to other islands' waters. The KIRC's massive restoration program designed to revitalize
the ecology and cultural history of the island will benefit all of Hawai'i's people for generations to
come. Please support the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.



2

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 3:56 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: kmchugh@kirc.hawaii.gov
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/6/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Kelly McHugh Individual Support No

Comments: I, Kelly McHugh, strongly support the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299, which
includes funding for the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission. The funding included for the KIRC
in the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299 could help the KIRC not only in its efforts to
conserve the unique resources of the Reserve but also help educate the public in the importance of
its mission.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 4:04 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: jen_fordyce@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/6/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Jen Fordyce Individual Support No

Comments: I, Jen Fordyce, support the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299, which includes
funding for the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 4:06 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: kaonohilee@hawaiiantel.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/6/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Carol-Marie K. Lee Individual Support No

Comments: I strongly support this measure with regard to its funding the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve
Commission in the amount of $1,500,000 for 2015-2016 and $1,500,000 for 2016-2017. Mahalo for
your support for the KIRC during this legislative session. Me ke aloha maluhia, Ka`onohi

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 4:09 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: mei2818128@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/6/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Mei Mailou-Santos Individual Support No

Comments: I, Mei Mailou-Santos, support the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299, which
includes funding for the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission. The funding included for the KIRC
in the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299 could help the KIRC not only in its efforts to
conserve the unique resources of the Reserve but also help educate the public in the importance of
its mission.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 4:16 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: LINDSEYCRL@AOL.COM
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM*

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/6/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Charles R. Lindsey Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 4:25 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: 2kahaualea@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM*

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/6/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Kylee Mar Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 4:28 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: kate.rourke@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/6/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Katy Rourke Individual Support No

Comments: I, Katy Rourke, support the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299, which includes
funding for the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 8:53 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: mreyesecology@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/6/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Michael Reyes Individual Comments Only No

Comments: I, Michael Reyes, support the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299, which
includes funding for the Kaho'olawe Island Reserve Commission.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 7:42 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: chefg@maui.net
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM*

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/6/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Daniel J. Southmayd Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 3:27 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: bradandmyra@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Brad Keitt Individual Support No

Comments: I, Brad Keitt, support the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299, which includes
funding for the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission. ... The funding included for the KIRC in the
proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299 could help the KIRC not only in its efforts to conserve the
unique resources of the Reserve but also help educate the public in the importance of its mission. ...
Please support the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299 in order to provide financial support
and stability of the restoration and protection of the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve, which will benefit all
of Hawai'i's people for generations to come. ... As the only Island Reserve set up entirely in trust for a
Native Hawaiian Sovereign Entity, the KIRC is well poised to change the econo mic landscape and life
quality of Native Hawaiians and the communities in which they reside by means of a truly unique
experience on the island of Kaho`olawe. The State must maintain the responsibility of supporting the
Kaho'olawe Rehabilitation Trust Fund. Please support the proposed HD1 amended version of
SB1299, which includes funds for Kaho`olawe. ... As the only island listed on the National Register of
Historic Places in its entirety, containing nearly 3,000 archaeological sites and features, it is
imperative that the State preserves this important resource for current and future generations through
this financial support system. ... Without the KIRC's ongoing protection of Kaho`olawe's coastal
ecosystem, including the adjacent nearshore environment and coral reefs that can be covered with,
and choked by, derelict fishing gear, nets, a huge variety of plastics and other debris items, species
including the endangered Hawaiian monk seal, threatened green sea turtle, endangered hawksbill
sea turtle, endangered humpback whale, endangered Hawaiian dark-rumped petrel, and endangered
Newell's shearwater will be put at risk. It is imperative that a trust fund be stabilized to continue this
work. ... Kaho`olawe is a unique ecosystem preserving immensely valuable cultural and biological
resources. It is surrounded by the richest marine ecosystems remaining in the Main Hawaiian islands
and providing replenishment of fish and invertebrates to other islands' waters. The KIRC's massive
restoration program designed to revitalize the ecology and cultural history of the island will benefit all
of Hawai'i's people for generations to come. Please support the proposed HD1 amended version of
SB1299.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.
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Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 5:23 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: billbruch@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Bill Bruch Individual Comments Only No

Comments: Very Important to keep this project going !

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 6:36 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: anelamarie@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM*

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/6/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Anela Evans Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 8:58 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: jvanderveur@kirc.hawaii.gov
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Jennifer Vander Veur Individual Support No

Comments: Please provide Kaho'olawe with the funding needed to ensure the proper management
and restoration of this incredible island.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 8:55 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: lindseycrl@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Charles R. Lindsey Individual Support No

Comments: I fully support SB1299. We need continued financial support for our Aina Kahoolawe. It is
important to pass on the internal mana that still exist for all races and future generations.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 9:41 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: theatacamakid@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
David Duffy Individual Comments Only No

Comments: While the bill has some excellent parts to it, repealing the 25% of conveyance tax
revenue dedicated to the DLNR’s Natural Area Reserve Fund (NAR Fund) would be something that
future generations would regret. The conveyance tax for 20 years had provided a stable and
predictable income stream to maintain the NAR system which holds the crown jewels of Hawaii's
aina. There is an Ethiopian saying I learned in childhood: "One is born, one dies; the land increases."
Caring for the land is a responsibility for centuries and generations and the land will suffer if it once
again becomes subject to the year-to-year vicissitudes of funding.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Testimony of Susan Nalani Ching Harbin

Commenting on S.B. 1299 Proposed HD1 Relating to Disposition of Tax Revenues
House Committee on Finance
Wednesday, April 8, 2015, 2:00PM, Room 308

This testimony is in support of the the general funds for DLNR programs in Sections 7-
14 of the proposed SB 1299 HD 1 and in opposition to Section 3 of the bill that would
eliminate dedicated conveyance tax funding for the DLNR’s Natural Area Reserve Fund
and the important programs it supports.

The NAR Fund is the primary source of funding for the State Natural Area Reserves and
Forests Reserves, Natural Area Partnership and Forest Stewardship Programs,
Watershed Partnerships, rare species protection, and the Youth Conservation Corps.
More than 20 years ago, the dedicated funding for these programs was secured
because historically the legislature was unable to provide the consistent level of state
general funds necessary to care for critical native forest and watershed resources.

Realizing that this bill supports some other good programs (HISC, wildfire response,
DOCARE, Kahoolawe, etc.) however, if more money is needed for these other
programs please do not make it at the expense of Hawaii’s most pristine and intact
native ecosystems on Public Lands!!

Mahalo,

Susan Nalani Ching Harbin;
M.S. Botanical Sciences and Ecology, Evolution, and Conservation Biology
2551 Waimano Hm. Rd, Rm 202
Pearl City, HI 96782
susanchi@hawaii.edu
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 10:04 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: jamie_bruch@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
James Bruch Individual Support No

Comments: Kaho`olawe is a unique ecosystem preserving immensely valuable cultural and biological
resources. It is surrounded by the richest marine ecosystems remaining in the Main Hawaiian islands
and providing replenishment of fish and invertebrates to other islands' waters. The KIRC's massive
restoration program designed to revitalize the ecology and cultural history of the island will benefit all
of Hawai'i's people for generations to come. Please support the proposed HD1 amended version of
SB1299.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

FIN-Jo

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 10:20 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: lwhite@kirc.hawaii.gov
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM*

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Lopaka White Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FIN-Jo

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 10:33 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: kgapero@kirc.hawaii.gov
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM*

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Kuiokalani L. Gapero Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



I, Terri Gavagan, support SB1299.

It is imperative that this bill be approved with the HD1 amendment with funding for the KIRC .

This funding is important for future generations of Hawai'i's people. The young people who have had the
opportunity to do restoration work on the island have been inspired by it to pursue careers in marine
biology, restoration, and Hawaiian Studies as well as other fields with the desire to not only continue the
restoration work on Kaho'olawe and the continuation of the perpetuation of Hawaiian culture but to work
in other areas of Hawai'i. My daughter is one such young person. She intends to pursue both marine
biology and astronomy with the goal of being a marine biologist in the Kaho'olawe Island Reserve in order
to protect the ocean life within it.

As a taxpayer, I realize that there are many areas which need the financial resources for the State.
However, I believe that when the State of Hawaii accepted the Reserve from the Navy it took on the
responsibility for the Reserve, including financial responsibility. The Reserve has received no state
funding except for capital improvement projects since its inception. The annual budget of $2.7 million is
quite small when one considers that the staff of the Kaho'olawe Island Reserve Commission provides all
the services that the counties and State provide on the other islands--safety, water, refuse, electricity, etc.

Again, I ask you to fulfill the State's responsibility to care for the Reserve until such time as a Native
Hawaiian sovereign entity is recognized.

Mahalo.
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 10:44 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: phigashino@kirc.hawaii.gov
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Paul K Higashino Individual Support No

Comments: Please support SB11299, the kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission must continue the
work restoring the island for the people of Hawaii.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 11:56 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: PelesGrrl@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM*

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Trinette Furtado Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 11:56 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: soysprout@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Cynthia King Individual Comments Only No

Comments: I support general funds for DLNR programs in Sections 7-17 of the proposed SB 1299
HD 1 BUT, I oppose the elimination of dedicated funding for the DLNR’s Natural Area Reserve Fund
and the important programs it supports with a percentage of the conveyance tax.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance8-Melanie

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 12:18 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: edward.g.bohlen@hawaii.gov
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Edward Bohlen Individual Comments Only No

Comments: I support general funding for the DLNR programs in the proposed SB 1299 HD 1, but
oppose eliminating dedicated funding for the Natural Area Reserve Fund to support the ceded land
reserves, public-private conservation partnerships, watershed management and protection, rare and
endangered species conservation, and the Youth Conservation Corps.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



HEARING ON 8APRIL 2015, 2:00 PM, RM. 308

COMMITTEES ON FINANCE

Re.  SB 1299 PROPOSED HD1, RELATING TO DISPOSITION OF TAX REVENUES.

Dear Chairperson Luke and Representatives,

I have serious objections to portions of the proposed HD1, particularly those which eliminate dedicated
funding for the DLNR’s Natural Area Reserve Fund and the important programs it supports with a
percentage of the conveyance tax (Section 3, Par 247-7).  Such is needed to provide protection and
continuity of protection programs for the Islands’ beleaguered natural resources.

I do support the portion of HD1 which provides general funds for DLNR programs in Sections 7 through
17.  The latter also requires the aforementioned dedicated funding in order to maintain the necessary
conservation programs.  Please make sure the bill reported out of your committee contains both of
these funding portions intact with their same funding levels.

Thank you for your attention to this testimony,

Rick Warshauer, Volcano
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 12:45 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: miwa.tamanaha@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Miwa Tamanaha Individual Support No

Comments: I write in SUPPORT of general funds for DLNR programs in Sections 7-17 of the
proposed SB 1299 HD 1 and OPPOSE the elimination of dedicated funding for the DLNR’s Natural
Area Reserve Fund and the important programs it supports with a percentage of the conveyance tax.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 1:27 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: 2kalkout@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Kenneth A Likout Individual Comments Only No

Comments: I strongly SUPPORT funds for the DLNR, sections 7-17...But I am adamantly OPPOSED
to the Elimination of dedicated funding for the DLNR Natural Area Reserve Fund and the Important
Programs it Supports with a Percentage of the Conveyance Tax...We Must Continue to Preserve and
Protect these Ecological Sensitive Islands....this Can Not Be Done without Adequate
Funding....PONO!!!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FIN-Jo

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 1:50 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: wendygibson9@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Wendy Gibson Individual Comments Only No

Comments: Although I support general funds for DLNR programs (in Sections 7-17 of the proposed
SB 1299 HD 1—--I oppose the elimination of dedicated funding for the DLNR’s Natural Area Reserve
Fund and the important programs it supports. Please do not undo 20 years of dedicated funding for
the protection of ceded lands. Funding cuts will affect people of all ages, especially the Youth
Conservation Corp.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FIN-Jo

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 1:51 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: steve_hirakami@notes.k12.hi.us
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Steve Hirakami Individual Support No

Comments: I support the use of general funds for DLNR programs in Sections 7-17 of the proposed
SB 1299 HD 1 and opposing the elimination of dedicated funding for the DLNR’s Natural Area
Reserve Fund and the important programs it supports with a percentage of the conveyance tax.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

finance8-Melanie

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 10:53 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: pheimuli@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Pua Heimuli Individual Comments Only No

Comments: I STRONGLY OPPOSE SECTION 3 of this bill that would eliminate dedicated
conveyance tax funding for the DLNR’s Natural Area Reserve Fund and the important programs it
supports including the Watershed Programs and the Youth Conservation Corps. I STRONGLY
SUPPORT SECTIONS 7-14 of the proposed SB 1299 HD 1 to support the general funds for DLNR
programs. ALOHA ᾶǔINA! Let's make progress in sustaining what's left of Hawaiᾶi's natural areas and
keep our youth here in Hawaiᾶi, working the ᾶǔina and making good decisions of it that will effect their
generation and the generations to come! MǕlama! Pua Heimuli

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance8-Melanie

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 3:38 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: DonnaBall7591@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Donna Ball Individual Comments Only No

Comments: I'm writing to request that you please support the general funds for DLNR programs in
Sections 7-14 of the proposed SB 1299 HD 1. I oppose Section 3 of the bill that would eliminate
dedicated conveyance tax funding for the DLNR’s Natural Area Reserve Fund and the important
watershed protection programs it supports. Please continue to allocate a percentage of the
conveyance tax to DLNR's Natural Area Reserve Fund. Mahalo, Donna Ball

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

finance8
Late
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finance8-Melanie

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 3:43 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: greenhi3@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Phil Barnes Individual Oppose No

Comments: I would urge you to reject SB 1299 in it's current form. The Natural Area Reserve
program is one of the more important programs currently being run by the state. This bill restricts the
funding necessary to maintain these pristine resources. With the emphasis on watershed protection
that the state is currently undertaking the NARS areas become even more important. Most are
located in the headlands of all islands water supplies. Please amend or kill this bill.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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CHRISTOPHER J. YUEN
                   P.O. Box 5
         Ninole, Hawai’i 96773
      Telephone: (808) 963-6966

    e-mail: chrisyuenz@hotmail.com

April 7, 2015

 TESTIMONY OPPOSING PROVISIONS OF SB1299 PROPOSED HD1
TAKING AWAY DEDICATED FUNDING FROM THE NATURAL AREA RESERVES

Rep. Sylvia Luke and Members of the House Finance Committee:

I oppose the provisions of SB1299, proposed House Draft 1 that would take away the dedicated
conveyance tax funding for the Natural Area Reserve System.  This funding is crucial for the
long-term stability of this very important program.  Removing it would be a step backward from
Hawai’i’s commitment to environmental protection.

Our environmental programs have long suffered from a lack of funding.  The NARF has at least
provided a reliable basis for a program that needs a long-term reliable funding source, because it
protects rare ecosystems that can never be restored if they are lost.

This move to take dedicated funding away from the Natural Area Reserve System, coming after
it passed HB500, drastically cutting several DLNR programs, including the NARS, raises some
serious questions about the leadership of the House Finance Committee and its commitment to
environmental protection.

Please retain the funding for environmental programs passed in the Senate budget, and please
drop this misguided effort to take the dedicated funds from the Natural Area Reserves.

      Yours truly,

      Chris Yuen

finance1
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 3:48 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: reynolds.lara@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Lara Reynolds Individual Comments Only No

Comments: I am writing to ask that you support the general funds for DLNR programs in Sections 7-
14 of the proposed SB 1299 HD 1 and to oppose Section 3 of the bill that would eliminate dedicated
conveyance tax funding for the DLNR’s Natural Area Reserve Fund and the important programs it
supports. Please uphold the conveyance tax funding of the Natural Area Reserve Fund in perpetuity
and increase the ceiling to provide greater protection for our critically important natural resource base.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 3:49 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: auntyaina@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Christine Davis Individual Support No

Comments: Please fund DLNR !

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 3:50 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: rezentesc@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Cynthia K.L. Rezentes Individual Oppose No

Comments: Aloha Chair and members of the Finance Committee: I am opposed to the elimination of
funds for the Natural Area Reserve Fund from a portion of the conveyance tax. It is crucial that we
continue to fund this effort to continue to maintain and improve on some of our natural treasures, i.e.
Ka`ena Point NAR, and Pahole NAR as both of these provide vibrant habitats in their respective
areas of the island. Without these vibrant habitats, Laysan albatross and shearwaters at Ka`ena
might no longer be able to next there and provide another source of continuing the increase to the
population of these native sea birds. Pahole could see the reduction or elimination of various plants
limited to the Wai`anae range which provide a healthy Hawaiian forest which directly affects our
drinking water resources. I would urge your favorable inclination to continue to fund the Natural Area
Reserve System with a portion of the funds from the conveyance taxes as has been established with
support from the public over the years. Mahalo for your consideration. Cynthia K.L. Rezentes

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 3:59 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: dan.nellis@dole.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM
Attachments: sb1299hd1testimony-040715.pdf

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Daniel Nellis Dole Food Co. Hawaii Comments Only No

Comments: Support Sections 7-14; oppose proposed language for Section 3 that eliminates
conveyance tax funding for DLNR NARS Fund. Please fund NARS Fund via conveyance tax.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 4:02 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: janwiz@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Jan Wizinowich Individual Support No

Comments: I am writing in support of general funds for DLNR programs in Sections 7-17 of the
proposed SB 1299 HD 1 and opposing the elimination of dedicated funding for the DLNR’s Natural
Area Reserve Fund and the important programs it supports with a percentage of the conveyance tax.
Please don't undo 20 years of protection for important conservation lands and programs.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 4:32 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: tcolleencole@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Colleen Cole Individual Comments Only No

Comments: Aloha Members of the House Finance Committee, I am writing to support general funds
for DLNR programs in Sections 7-17 of the proposed SB 1299 HD 1. I am strongly opposed to the
elimination of dedicated funding for the DLNR’s Natural Area Reserve Fund and the important
programs it supports with a percentage of the conveyance tax. By statute, the NAR Fund receives
25% of state real estate conveyance tax revenues each year. The DLNR uses that funding to support
protecting ceded lands in the Natural Area Reserve System and Forest Reserve System, including
the Mauna Kea Ice Age Natural Area Reserve at the summit. The NAR Fund also supports public-
private conservation through the Natural Area Partnership and Forest Stewardship Programs,
Watershed Partnerships, rare and endangered species protection, and future environmental leaders
through the Youth Conservation Corps. These are great programs for the people, who fought for this
dedicated funding because historically the legislature was unable to provide the consistent level of
state general funds necessary to care for our critical native forest and watershed resources. The NAR
Fund was created in the 1990s and initially included funding for conservation on private land. In 2005,
after years of hard work and strong grassroots support, the ceded land reserves were included in the
programs benefiting from dedicated funding from the NAR Fund (this was CCH’s, KAHEA’s, and
Earthjustice’s Kokua Bill of the early 2000s). A Please show your support of Hawaiiᾶs precious natu ral
resources which can never be replaced, which supports all life in these islands, and which we are all
charged with protecting. Mahalo, Colleen Cole Volcano

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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                         Kaua`i Watershed Alliance
Ben A. Dyre Limited Family Partnership, Department of Hawaiian Homelands, Department of Water County of Kaua‘i, DLNR – Division

       of Forestry and Wildlife & Land Management Division, Grove Farm Company, Inc., Jurassic Kahili Ranch, Kamehameha Schools,
       Kaua‘i Ranch LLC, Lihu‘e Land Company, McBryde Sugar Company, Ltd., National Tropical Botanical Garden, Princeville Development, LLC

c/o KWA Coordinator ǐ The Nature Conservancy ǐ 4371 Puaole Street, Suite C ǐ Lihu`e, Hawai`i 96766

“The Mission
of the Kaua`i
Watershed
Alliance is to
PROTECT,
PRESERVE
and MANAGE
our valuable
watershed
resources
for the
benefit of our
residents,
communities
and all future
generations
through the
concerted
efforts of its
members.”

The Testimony of the Kauai Watershed Alliance
Commenting on S.B. 1299 RELATING TO DISPOSITION OF TAX REVENUES

House Committee on Finance
Wednesday, April 8, 2015, 2:00 PM, Room 308

The Kauai Watershed Alliance (KWA) supports funding from all sources to provide funding
for DLNR and watershed protection.

However, the KWA believes it to be prudent not to change this statute as proposed in S.B.
1299.   The NAR Fund receives 25% of state real estate conveyance tax revenues each year.
 The DLNR uses that funding to support protecting ceded lands in the Natural Area Reserve
System and Forest Reserve System.  The NAR Fund also supports public-private
conservation through the Natural Area Partnership and Forest Stewardship Programs, and
future environmental leaders through the Youth Conservation Corps.  These are great
programs for the people, who fought for this dedicated funding because historically the
legislature was unable to provide the consistent level of state general funds necessary to
care for our critical native forest and watershed resources.

 Please do not make any changes to the long-standing dedicated funding provided to the
Natural Area Reserve Fund to support the ceded land reserves, public-private conservation
partnerships, watershed management and protection, and the Youth Conservation Corps.

The KWA opposes the elimination of dedicated funding for the DLNR’s Natural Area
Reserve Fund and the important programs it supports with a percentage of the conveyance
tax.  These funds are also leveraged and matched by private and federal moneys!

Thank you for your consideration and support.

Sincerely,

              Chipper Wichman, Past Chair

finance1
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 4:45 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: jbrunger@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Joel Brunger Individual Comments Only No

Comments: I strongly support funding for Natural Area Reserves and oppose the elimination of
dedicated funding to the Natural Area Reserve Fund. What are you, a bunch of Carleton Chings? The
Hawaiian islands are home to some of the most precious natural resources in the world and you don't
want to protect them? Get out of your air-conditioned condo in Honolulu and take a hike in the
mountains. Please continue to support funding to protect our aina.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

finance1
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 4:47 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: MSMatson@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Michelle Matson
O'ahu Island Parks

Conservancy Oppose No

Comments: We strongly oppose any elimination of dedicated funding for the DLNR’s Natural Area
Reserve Fund and the important programs it supports with a percentage of the conveyance tax.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 5:01 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: buckleyw@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Bill Buckley Individual Oppose No

Comments: I support all sections in this bill except section 3. Please restore dedicated funding to the
NARF

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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April 7, 2015

Sylvia Luke, Chair of the House Finance Committee
RE: SB 1299, HD 1
Hearing: Wednesday, April 8 2:00pm
Oppose

We support most sections of SB1299, but are opposed to Section 3 in HD1 which would repeal
the allocation of a portion of the conveyance tax to the Natural Area Reserve Fund (NARF).
Please restore the wording that would continue the dedicated funding for protection of our
natural areas and the administration of several key conservation programs in Hawaii.

We understand that the goal of this legislature, in this moment, is to create a situation in which
the NAR system (NARS) is allocated general funds on an annual basis to meet their needs.  The
problem is that each year, as administrations, legislative priorities, and revenues change, the
NARS and the associated programs from the NARF are left in a state of financial insecurity that
the legislature over a decade ago recognized as being unhealthy for these fragile lands.  That is
why the Senate ordered the formation of a working group in 2000, to seek the best ways to
create a dedicated source of finding for the NARS.  The quote below is taken from that report
(bold added):

“(DLNR) had been requested by SCR 143 HD 1, to convene a working group (Group) to
identify potential sources of permanent dedicated funding for Hawaii's Natural Area
Reserves System (NARS)…The Group, composed of invited representatives of involved
agencies and citizen organizations, met 5 times in the summer and fall. After much
productive research, exchange of ideas and philosophies…nine potential permanent
dedicated funding sources were identified and rated in following order of preference:
[1.] the Conveyance Tax…”
-NAR Funding Working Group Report to the Legislature, 2000

Clearly, much work and thought went into this determination, and the legislature wisely
followed the recommendations of their own working group.  In 2005, the State celebrated the
establishment of the conveyance funding for the NARS, which received its first funding from
the NARF in 2007.   No one can deny that the programs funded by the NARF have done
amazing work in the last 7 years: expanding outreach to the residents of our islands to
encourage a conservation ethic, consistently improving the protection of our “best” remaining
natural spaces, offering opportunities for our young people, and protecting our freshwater
supply, among so many other accomplishments.

The NARF report to the legislature one year ago (2014) states (bold added):
“The dedicated funding provided by the NARF has been critical for the sustained and
continuous management needed to protect natural areas.  The NARF also has allowed
staff to provide matching funds and aggressively pursue alternate funding via grant state,
federal and private funding opportunities. These grants allow staff to maintain the

$*"ñ<*@%èQ Ä:Ä
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BIG ISLAND INVASIVE SPECIES COMMITTEE
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conservation progress made the last few years due to Act 156, Session Laws of Hawai‘i
2005 (Legacy Land Conservation Act).”

Clearly the conveyance tax allocation is working, and great outcomes have been made possible
because of it.  We support our partners in the Natural Area Reserve System, the Watershed
Partnerships, the Youth Conservation Corps, and all others who have been able to utilize this
small but consistent funding stream to do great things for the people and lands of our state.

Please restore Section 3 of HB1299 and continue to fund the Natural Area Reserve Fund
through 25% of the conveyance tax, as was directed by the legislature in 2005.

Thank you,
Springer Kaye
Manager
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 4:56 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: lynettewilliams@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Lynette Williams Individual Comments Only No

Comments: Aloha, I SUPPORT ONLY the general funds for DLNR programs in Sections 7-14 of the
proposed SB 1299 HD 1 and STRONGLY OPPOSE Section 3 of the bill that would eliminate
dedicated conveyance tax funding for the DLNR’s Natural Area Reserve Fund and the important
programs it supports. Mahalo, Lynette Williams

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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To whom it may concern!

Although I support general funds for DLNR programs in Sections 7-17 of the proposed SB 1299 HD
1—I want to make it clear that I oppose the elimination of dedicated funding for the DLNR’s Natural
Area Reserve Fund and the important programs it supports.

Please do not undo 20 years of dedicated funding for the protection of ceded lands. Funding cuts
will affect people of all ages, especially the Youth Conservation Corp.

finance1
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finance1-Kim

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2015 5:38 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: ymakaha@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1299 on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM

SB1299
Submitted on: 4/7/2015
Testimony for FIN on Apr 8, 2015 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Yoshio Akaha Individual Support No

Comments: Testimony for SB 1299 Proposed HD1 I am writing to support the allocation of general
funds to the Department of Land and natural Resources (DLNR) programs in Sections 7-17 of the
proposed SB 1299 HD 1 and to oppose the elimination of dedicated funding for DLNR’s Natural Area
Reserve Fund with a percentage of the conveyance tax. For the past 18 years I have been hiking to
remote parts of the island to photograph the native plants and animals of the Hawaiian Islands. I have
a blog – Hawaiian Forest. Com – which documents some of the rarest and most endangered species
on the planet. In 2013, I was appointed to the State of Hawaii’s Natural Area Reserves System
(NARS) Commission which oversees issues relating to the most biologically sensitive and
geologically interesting lands owned by the State of Hawaii. Almost daily we hear in the national
media that California is in a state of emergency with only one year’s water supply left. While the
situation is not nearly as dire in Hawaii, researchers at the University of Hawaii have determined that
the Hawaiian Islands have been undergoing a drying trend since 1978. Less rainfall expected for the
Hawaiian Islands according to scientists http://manoa.hawaii.edu/news/article.php?aId=5724 With
less rainfall anticipated in the coming decades, the ability of the land to capture and retain water
becomes increasingly important. The Honolulu Board of Water Supply has conducted long term
studies which show the superiority of native forests to alien and introduced forests to absorb and
store water. Healthy Watersheds Ensure Our Water for Life
http://www.boardofwatersupply.com/.../Watershed... In these uncertain times of global climate change
we must use our limited resources wisely. Desalinization plants that create fresh water from sea
water are costly and cannot possibly provide water economically for agriculture and to keep the golf
courses and mountains green. Protecting native forests and enhancing their ability to recharge our
aquifers is the least expensive way to secure our future source of fresh water. A stable source of
funding is needed to properly manage our watersheds for future generations. Please provide general
funds for DLNR programs in Sections 7-17 of the proposed SB 1299 HD 1 and continue to allocate a
percentage of the conveyance tax to DLNR’s Natural Area Reserve Fund. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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HALEAKALA RANCH
~ EST. MAUI 1888 ~

Testimony of Haleakala Ranch
Commenting on SB 1299 HD 1 Relating to Disposition of Tax Revenues
House Finance Committee
April 7, 2015

Haleakala Ranch strongly urges the House Finance Committee to not repeal the 25% of conveyance
tax revenue dedicated to DLNR's Natural Area Reserve Fund.

Haleakala Ranch is a member of the East Maui Watershed Partnership (EMWP). EMWP has been
managing large areas within East Maui's mauka watersheds since the Partnership was formed in 1992.
The landowners and partners of the East Maui Watershed Partnership have committed to this important
effort because the forested watersheds of Hawaii are the source of most of our islandsô drinking water
supply. Fresh water is a finite resource, and is one of the most important natural resources for our
health, well-being, economy, and special way of life.

Funding from the State of Hawaii's NAR Fund is strategically leveraged with other public and private
funding sources. This has enabled the East Maui Watershed Partnership to construct over 15 miles of
fence and remove feral animals from approximately 12,000 acres of the highest priority watershed
areas. EMWP has also worked to improve public access for hunters to the lower portions of the
watershed. Haleakala Ranch is currently collaborating with other Partners to maintain these
management efforts, and remove some of the highest priority, invasive plant populations. To maintain
these investments, continued support via the NAR fund is necessary to protect this vital resource.

Haleakala Ranch was alarmed by the drastic cuts to funding to watershed protection in the proposed
version ofSB1299 HD1 and urges you to:

0 Rescind Section 3 of the proposed SB1299 HD 1 that would eliminate dedicated
conveyance tax funding for the DLNR's Natural Area Reserve Fund and the important
programs it supports.

0 Maintain Sections 7-14 of the proposed SB1299 HD 1 which would provide general fund
appropriations, including $5M for HISC, $1.5M for wildfire response, and $2.1M for
DOCARE.

DLNR's Natural Area Reserve Fund is a primary source of funding for the State's Natural Area Reserve
and Forest Reserve program, the Natural Area Partnership program, the Forest Stewardship program,
Watershed Partnerships, and the Youth Conservation Corps. Please consider these comments on the
proposed SB1299 HD1 to protect past investments and sustain these essential programs.

Respectful?ô

J. S tt Meidell,
Ha akala Ranch
Vice President and General Manager

1-IALEAKALA RANCH COMPANY ~ 529 KEALALOA AVENUE ~ MAKAWAO, HAWAII 96768 ~ PH! 808.572.1500 FAX; 808.572 7288
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Testimony

I, Poema Pescaia, support the proposed HD1 amended version of SB1299,

which includes funding for the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission.  The

funding could help the KIRC’s efforts to conserve the resources of the Reserve and

also help educate the public in the importance of that ‘aina and ultimate goal that

KIRC is trying to achieve. Please support the proposal in order to provide financial

support and stability of the restoration and protection of  Kanaloa, which will

benefit all of Hawai'i's people for generations to come.

I have worked with the KIRC and I have seen the difference through the

years. I have seen the changes with the growth of native planting sites to the

bountiful coastal ecosystems. Although the island has come a long way, this ‘aina is

still much in need of kokua and aloha. Without the KIRC’s stewardship over the

island I don’t see the progress continuing. The KIRC is that connection for a lot of

volunteer groups and dedicated individuals like myself to come and continue to

malama Kanaloa. Please don’t sever that connection.

Malama,

Poema Pescaia

Kanaloa Volunteer and former KIRC intern
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Wednesday, April 8, 2015 
2:00 pm 

State Capitol, Conference Room 308 
 

In consideration of 
SENATE BILL 1299, PROPOSED HOUSE DRAFT 1 
RELATING TO DISPOSITION OF TAX REVENUES 

 
Senate Bill 1299, Proposed House Draft 1 proposes to set maximum amounts to be distributed to 
various non-general funds from the Conveyance Tax.  The Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (Department) supports the intent of the bill noting that the bill provides funds to 
several divisions within the Department. The Department nonetheless continues to believe 
that special funds are a better way of funding government programs than general funds 
because special funds offer better opportunities to make long range plans, offer matching 
funds to grant programs, and provide for a relatively steady income stream.    
 
The Department offers the following comments on the budget amounts proposed in this measure.  
These comments are based on the Department’s most current understanding of House Bill 500, 
House Draft 1, and the understanding that funding in Senate Bill 1299, Proposed House Draft 1 
zeros out Fiscal Year 2015 base funding for those programs under the Department’s Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife that are the beneficiary of conveyance taxes revenues   
 
In keeping with our Executive Budget request, the Department asks that the total budget amount 
proposed in SECTION 5 for LNR 407 (Natural Area Reserves and Watershed Management) be 
increased to $12,200,000.  This would be consistent with our request to raise the Natural Area 
Reserve Fund ceiling by $5,000,000 and would take into account overall program needs of LNR 
407.   
 
Because this bill proposes to remove the deposit of conveyance tax revenues into the Natural Area 
Reserve Fund, which partially funds programs under LNR 172 (Forest Resource Management and 
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